Sequin Christmas Decorations with Kym
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This is a topic that I wanted to have a go at and found myself with my name against leading it! How hard can it be? Well, actually, not very!

What you need:

· Polystyrene shapes – balls, hearts, eggs, bells etc

· Pins – pearl heads or sequin pins

· Sequins – flat or cupped, round or shaped

· Ribbon, string, cord for hanging
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How to do it:

· Choose shape, colours, design etc

· Place a sequin on a pin

· Push the pin in the polystyrene!

· Note that if you move the pin to adjust our positioning, if it ends up too close to the original hole (or any other hole) it may not stay fixed.

· Repeat!

· When polystyrene all covered, pin a loop of ribbon, cord or string at the top of your ornament.
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Variations

You can go wild! There are so many variations that will look great. Some ideas are:

· Paint the polystyrene shape first

· Cover parts of the shape with Christmas (or other) material with sequins and pins holding the edges down

· Felt shapes held in place with pins

· Ribbons

· Shaped sequins as features (think plum pudding with leaves on top?)

· Add beads to the pins on top of sequins or on their own
· Varying how the sequins are placed – with gaps between, cups up, cups down, patterns created by colours etc

More ideas at: 

Resources: 

· With Ribbons and material: http://www.bhg.com/holidays/christmas/ornaments/make-sequin-studded-ornaments/
· For ideas and inspiration: http://www.thefind.com/crafts/info-sequined-ornament
· Xmas puddings: http://www.craftbits.com/project/sequin-christmas-puddings
· Beads and sequins: http://www.thriftyfun.com/tf95179616.tip.html
· Some more detailed instructions from http://www.lifestyleflossie.co.nz/craft-design/projects/make-it-sequined-christmas-decorations/ are below:
Make it: Sequined Christmas Decorations

PUBLISHED: November 24th, 2009 By Lucy_lifestyle
Want to get a bit crafty this Christmas? Whether you want a new addition to your Christmas tree or sweet little gifts, these sequined decorations fit the bill perfectly. Simple enough to make while you watch TV and costing just over $5.00, this project is a great way to add a little bit of sparkle to your Christmas.
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You’ll need:
Sequins (one bag per decoration) $2.00 per bag
Sequin & Bead Craft Pins: small (one box makes three decorations) $6.90 per box
Styrofoam shapes $0.83 each
Total cost: $5.13 per decoration
Ball shape – quartered pattern with alternating colours:
Start out by dividing the ball into quarters – the easiest way is to start at the top and run your pen around the shape until you’re back at the top. Once this is done, pin a few sequins into each section, alternating the colours.

Pin sequins along the lines of each quarter to create outlined sections. This ensures there is a nice straight edge where the sequins meet. Fill in each section with the appropriate coloured sequin. Pin the sequins in horizontal lines to keep it looking tidy.
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Ball shape – letter design:
The letter is the first thing you will need to do on this design. Either draw an outline of the letter freehand or print one out to use as a template. If you pin the sequins along the lines you drew, the letter should appear without needing to be outlined and filled in. If you your letter’s larger, outline the shape then fill it in as usual.

Place different colour sequins around the letter to get a smooth edge. Pin sequins onto the rest of the ball, working your way horizontally around the shape from top to bottom. This will give you a tidy looking pattern and keep the bottom of the ball looking neat.
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Star shape:
As with the ball shapes, pin sequins around the outline of the shape. With the star, make sure your sequins overhang the edge of the shape a little bit – this will ensure no Styrofoam will be visible along the edges. Fill each point of the star in one by one, starting at the tip and working towards the centre.

[image: image4.jpg]



Tip: 
If your shapes don’t come with a ribbon attached, make this yourself. Buy a small amount of thin ribbon and fold it into a loop. Pin the ribbon in place using a sequin and pin - this will hold just as well as the ready-made ones.
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